INFORMATION

for

FAMILY HISTORY RESEARCHERS

In Hull and East Yorkshire

If you’re new to this game, as I was, then these sites may provide good pointers and some quick help.

I’m no expert on researching Family History, but have found these sites most useful for my own research.  The beauty of these websites below, and the facilities they provide, are that they’re all available from your own home.  They will provide a stunning amount of information before you even think of having to go to records offices, or traipsing around churchyards.  If you get really hooked .. that will come later.

CAUTION: any links or details should be verified with that organisation.  This website cannot guarantee any information given here about outside organisations or publications, or their prices, etc.

One of the newest sites to come on line, in April 2002, and a great place to start if you only have very basic details, is . . . 

YorkshireBMD  . .  http://www.yorkshirebmd.org.uk . .  a fantastic resource for local Yorkshire folk.   It’s an online record of Yorkshire Births, Marriages and Deaths.  An incredible resource to be available so quickly. 

Their Home Page shows three big links across the top of the page .. select your choice, then follow the links as each subsequent page comes up.  Try “surname search” first. 

I tried it in the Birth Index with a neighbour's name, and instantly brought up basic details of his birth year, and ALSO his other family members.  It doesn't say, just yet, who is related to who ..  you have to work it out for yourself.  Tip: if you want it to check ALL years from 1837 to 1947, hold down the Ctrl AND the Shift keys as you select the first year, and still holding, scroll down and select the last.  Then it'll check the lot.  If you don't put in an initial, it will find every birth registered under that name between 1837 and 1937 . . then 1946 +1947. 

For some reason, the Hull birth index for the war years are missing . . here's hoping that's not because they were destroyed in the blitz.  There's some 188,000 marriages done, and just a few deaths so far.  Updates are going up by the week ..  there's a FAQ page, and a list of what areas and years have been covered so far, mainly Hull and Leeds.

This site should give most people some instant results, and perhaps you’ll see names of aunts and uncles you’d either long forgotten about, or even never knew about.    Save your results, or lists as files, and keep them in a separate directory on your computer.  I have a directory called FAMHIST . . and within that are sub-directories for all the names within my family.  Most of you will start with 4 names, the two on your father’s side, and two on your mothers.  Keep your files tidy, or you’ll lose them.

Whatever you do, however you choose to do your research, always remember to have fun.  And make new friends.  Probably all over the world.

THE ARCHIVES ..

And where to find them

If you want to see the original records “in the flesh”, then you’ll need to go to your local Archives and use their microfiche machines and data readers, etc.   Few, if any, churches still hold their own original Parish Records; they are far too fragile and valuable to be risked 'out in the parishes' as they used to be in days of yore. So most enquiries about viewing original details within the old Church and Parish Archives are best directed to one of two or three places;  but for starting at home, there are better links further down this page.

1. http://www.eastriding.gov.uk/learning
County Record Office, East Riding Archives

The Chapel, Lord Roberts Road,

Beverley, East Yorkshire 

HU17 9BA

Tel Hull 392790

Email :  archives.service@eastriding.gov.uk  . . .  the East Riding Archives for most of the original church records of all churches in the East Riding.  There is a tremendous amount of information here at Beverley .. maps, census returns, hearth taxes, Poor Law Unions, Quarter and Petty Sessions Court proceedings and judgements, and a host more. 

2. http://www.hullcc.gov.uk/libraries/images_of_hull/images_archives.php 

City Record Office in Lowgate, Hull  . . .  the City Record Office, especially for burial records, and Births Marriages & Deaths archives pertaining to Hull, and including Sutton.  This is where you will also find many ongoing links for Family History for both the City and East Yorkshire, as well as many other sources of valuable information, including some very useful guidance to anyone just starting out on their research. As with the County Records at Beverley above, definitely not to be missed.

Contact numbers, phone, email, etc, are on their website.

3.  http://www.hullcc.gov.uk/genealogy
HULL CITY COUNCIL ARCHIVES WEBSITE
NEW . ... lots of new information and records now available online for the first time . . specifically for genealogists.  It's worth a look, and could save you hours of foot-work around the libraries.  This site also links to the YorkshireBMD above.

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

OTHER USEFUL LINKS ON THE WORLD WIDE WEB
1901 CENSUS

http://www.census.pro.gov.uk  .. .. If your relative was alive at the end of March in 1901, they will surely appear on this amazing site.  There’s quite a bit of information that can be gleaned for free, once you've learnt one or two easy tricks.  

For instance, don't enter anything in the “Place of Birth” box, unless you are absolutely sure of the right place, but do put the town or village name in the “Place Keywords”; it should bring some results in most cases.   

Use wildcards, eg *  . . so entering YOR * .. will find all entries of YORK, YORKS and YORKSHIRE, but not YKS. 

Another tip: entering a surname on it's own, selecting MALE for gender, then give an age range of 60 years, + or - 60 years .. will give you a list in age order with ages from 0 to 120 , which should cover most folks ! ..   If your name is fairly common, ie Smith, Brown, you may have to refine your search somewhat, do a less age range, say all from 0 to 10, and work up in blocks of 10 years.  But for most folks, it should give fair results.

Once you have your free list of residents alive at the time of the Census, 1901, then you can decide if you want to pay to know more about any particular entry.  You can buy searches in blocks of £5 on a credit card, and each basic search is 50p for them to email you the details for that person, which will be his/her address, and all the other folks listed with them at the same address.  If you want to view the actual census page as an email attachment, it is 75p.  Full details are on the site.  I've learnt loads about my families, and not paid a penny . .. yet.  Good luck.

1881 CENSUS

http://www.familysearch.org/Eng/Search/frameset_search.asp?PAGE=census/search_census.asp 

. . . and this one is now online too !  This 1881 Census used to be the main point of reference for any Family History researcher in England & Wales.  Until recently, it was only available on 25 CD's.   Here it is now, for free, courtesy of the Mormon Church in Utah, who also provide another good reference site listed next below.   

Unlike the Government's PRO 1901 CENSUS site at Kew above, this one is entirely free . . even to full household details.  Additionally, it is possible to "walk" a street, or walk round a village, and see who were in the households of your ancestor's neighbours.  

You can literally see who was in each household, visitors and lodgers too, on the night of that census 122 years ago.  Ages, whether married, single, or widowed, and occupations, all provide a fascinating insight into life in England and Wales all that time ago.

  

The site is easy to use, and well worth having a go . . and, it's totally free to use.  But be warned, it is almost addictive, almost like latter day snooping behind the curtains.  There are some facts to be gleaned that some inhabitants of the time would not have liked their neighbours to know . . like who was “really” married to who, for it even makes quite clear who was co-habiting.  Of course, you can do that too with the 1901 Census above . . . but for a fee.

The IGI website http://www.familysearch.org/Eng/Search/frameset_search.asp?PAGE=igi/search_IGI.asp
. . for International Genealogical Information . . including all of the UK.  It's run by the Mormon Church, from Utah, and is the most extensive set of genealogical records available on the web at the moment.  It is in effect a massive database of most of the UK's church records,  transcribed in the 1960's and 70's before those records were removed and lodged in County Record Offices for safekeeping.  But be careful, as there are many mistakes and spelling errors, especially with placenames.  Some records go back to the 1500’s, and most up to about 1900.  You don’t have to be a member of the Mormon Church ( or LDS) to use it, and they don’t bug you with emails, or unwanted contacts.

RootsWeb

http://freecen.rootsweb.com . . takes you to more free Census information, Births-Marriages-Deaths (BMD) information, etc.  It works in a similar way to the IGI above, but tends to be more accurate for placename spellings.  It is limited though; no records before 1837, when registration in the UK became law, nor after 1902, for the time being.  The trick with this site is that it should be used in conjunction with either of the Census sites above, and/or the GENUKI site below.  I often have 3 Internet Explorer browser windows open, and work between 3 different sites at once.   No one site or index is going to tell you all you want to know about your family.  What you can’t find in one, you’ll often find in another.  Use them all.

GENUKI

http://www.genuki.org.uk . . . stands for Genealogy, UK and Ireland . . a great place to start if you already have family information for a particular town or village and want to know more about the area; the subsidiary pages are organised by county - very useful. They can also often tell you if someone is already researching your name . . . and there are a phenomenal number of links to other useful sites, including most UK city and county record offices.   All Yorkshire areas are covered, all villages.

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Commonwealth War Graves Commission

http://www.cwgc.org . . an excellent searchable database, an incredible and lasting memorial to EVERY man and woman that served and lost their lives in BOTH World Wars with ANY of the armed forces of the UK and Commonwealth  . . or as it was then, the Empire.  It includes all Merchant Navy losses, RAF losses at sea, and a great deal you wouldn't at first have thought of.  If you lost a relative in any of the Armed Services of the Crown, then they are remembered on this site.  All you need to know is the individual's name and initials, the service they served with, the war they died in, and of course, the country.  And if you don't know all of those, there's still ways . . . it's worth a try.

The Civilian War Dead Index 
of Yorkshire, Northumberland & Durham

http://www.genuki.org.uk/big/eng/Indexes/NE_WarDead .. ..  is an incredible list of all the civilian war dead of those three counties.  As you look down it, you'll see an amazing number of Hull names and families who lost their lives in the various air raid attacks on Hull during the blitz. For people NOT from Hull, who ever doubted how bad Hull was hit during WW II, then take a look at this.  The entries that read .. Hull, ERY .. seem endless.

East Yorkshire Family History Society

http://www.eyfhs.org.uk  EYFHS . . where there is a complete list of all their publications, including Monumental Inscriptions (headstone records in churchyards) for EVERY East Yorkshire village, a regular A to Z . . from Aike to Youlethorpe.   They vary in price from £1 to about £5, and can be ordered via email, and pay by cheque.  

Or you can write to their Publications Officer, at :

Mrs Judith Bangs

5 Curlew Close

Molescroft

BEVERLEY

East Yorkshire

HU17 7QN

Additionally, it is possible to buy other records and transcripts on both CD and foppy disk, eg. 1851  East Yorkshire Census and  Parish Register Transcipts.  Plus two very reasonably priced maps, A3 in size, showing the EYFHS area parish map, and the Ecclesiastical Parish Boundaries of Hull, both post paid at 50p and 60p respectively.  Order them with your MI's, and the postage on the maps is free.

EAST YORKSHIRE LOCAL HISTORY SOCIETY

no website  . . not to be confused with the Family History Society above.

Information removed at their request, being out-of-date.  Any information, publications, addresses, presumably only available from public libraries.

THE PUBLIC RECORD OFFICE AT KEW

http://www.familyrecords.gov.uk  . . . this is the Home Page of the Family Records part of the PRO Census site above.  Many will recall that this used to be at Somerset House . . but no longer.  There is also a link to the 1901 Census, so you can go to it either way. 

Old Maps UK

http://www.old-maps.co.uk  . . takes you to a site where you can view maps of most English areas, dating from 1855 to the 1890’s  . . just go to the site and follow the links and instructions.  See the layout of the village or town your ancestor came from, before the 20th century came and built over every spare space and pulled down almost everything that was ancient.

ORDNANCE SURVEY MAPS of BRITAIN

http://www.ordnancesurvey.co.uk/oswebsite/getamap/ . . . a free site at the OS, maps are small, but can be zoomed to show individual housing plots and field boundaries in rural areas.

http://www.streetmap.co.uk  . . . modern maps, new towns, new estates and roads, see how the area of your heritage has changed.  Search by name, or postcode.

http://uk2.multimap.com/map/home.cgi?db=GB&client=public . . . modern maps again, and with the option to search detailed maps worldwide.  Again, search by name of town, or postcode.

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

See just how much help there is around for folk just getting into this . .  there really is no excuse for prevaricating any longer, help is dripping from the trees !

In most areas, if not all . . there are local societies, websites and help galore.  You will receive an incredible amount of help, and in turn, I’m sure you’ll go on to help others in the same way.  What we put in is most certainly related to what we get out.

Finally, make good use of a good Search Engine …  Google is just about the best for most purposes.  www.google.com 

If you have access to another computer, say in a library or Internet Café, then why not save this file to a floppy disc, and take it with you.  You can load it on any machine, and all these links will be there at your command.

There are far more places and links than these, but this will get you going for now.  By the time you’ve explored this lot, you’ll have some idea of where you are going and if you intend to stay the course.

Good luck.

Rob Haywood.

CAUTION:  all information given here should be used in the spirit in which it's offered.  We cannot guarantee that any of the information connected with other organisations, addresses, links, is 100% accurate.   Use them as a starting point in your quest.







